
 

   
 

SAB School Re-Entry Plan 2020/21  

  
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome back to a new school year! We hope you have enjoyed your summer. Your children have been away from the 
structure and routines of school for quite some time due to the suspension of in-person classes in March. In accordance 
with Edmonton Catholic School Division's Re-entry Plan, we are preparing to move towards our school re-entry with 
the additional restrictions and modifications that are now required due to COVID-19. The SAB School Re-Entry Plan 
detailed below is based on Division protocols and tailored to fit our unique school context.  

Please ensure you pay particular attention to the information provided on Staggered Entry for K-9 on Wednesday, 
September 2 and Thursday, September 3 (this is an early dismissal day). Our students will have an opportunity to come 
to school in smaller groups and become familiar with the new arrival routines, doors of entry, their assigned 
homeroom, class schedules (junior high), recess and lunch routines, movement within the building and dismissal. We 
also believe that bringing students together in a smaller group for the staggered entry will prevent students and families 
from feeling overwhelmed on the first days of school. Please note that if you have selected in-person learning as the 
method of educational delivery, the expectation is that your child attend during their assigned time ONLY during their 
scheduled time. Busses will not be accommodating staggered entries. Parents who are dropping off and picking up 
their child are asked to only come to the school at their scheduled time. Information surrounding your child's 
designated door will be contained within a welcoming letter to be sent on Tuesday, September 1 by your child's 
teacher. It is imperative that your child enters and exits only from the assigned door throughout the year. Students will 
not be permitted to use alternate doors. Ensure that your grade 4-9 child is wearing their mask on the first day of school 
(including staggered entry). Students from K-3 are strongly encouraged to wear their mask as well. 

Students will no longer be able to utilize the inside foyer as a gathering space. In light of this, we are asking all 
students to exit the school through their designated door at the end of the school day. Please ensure that arrangements 
are made for pickup immediately following dismissal. 

There will be no school for students on Friday, September 4 due to Division wide professional development for staff. 
Regular school times will resume on Tuesday, September 8.  

As indicated in the Swift message sent to you on August 18, parents are asked to please indicate your preference for in-
person or remote learning on Powerschool or by phoning the school, prior to August 28. We look forward to seeing all 
of the students very soon! 
 
 
Assessing the Risks 
 

ü Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or 
other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school. Daily Health Screening 

 



 

   
 

ü Signs will be posted reminding persons not to enter if they have COVID-19 symptoms, even if symptoms 
resemble a mild cold. 

 
 
Physical Distancing 
 

ü Parents/guardians must remain outside of the school to drop off their children. 
 

ü Parents and guardians may attend the school as required, but should endeavor to limit their access to only that 
which is necessary.  An appointment must be made in advance with the principal or designate. 

 
ü The number of different teacher(s) and educational assistant(s) that interact with groups of students throughout 

the day will be minimized. Students in both elementary and junior high will remain in their homeroom except 
for junior high options. Teachers will travel to students. 
 

ü  Recess/snack, lunch, and class transition times will be staggered to provide a greater amount of space for 
everyone. Grades 1-9 will all eat their lunch in their homerooms and have separate designated spaces on the 
school field (all grade 1’s together in one space and grade 2’s in another space during their time outside, etc). 

 
*Tentative Schedule 
Staggered Recess: 
Grades 1&2 9:40-9:55 A.M 
Grades 5&6 9:55-10:10 A.M 
Grades 3&4 10:10-10:25 A.M 
 
*Tentative Schedule 
Staggered Lunch: 
Grades 1&2 11:01-11:21 out/11:21-11:44 in 
Grades 3&4 11:26-11:46 out/11:46-12:09 in 
Grades 5&6 11:51-12:11 out/12:11-12:34 in 
Grades 7&8 11:18-11:38 out/11:38-11:59 in 
Grade 9        11:18-11:43 in/11:43-11:59 out 
 

During this stage of Covid re-entry, there will be no access to microwaves and parents will not be permitted to drop 
off lunches during the day. 

 
 

ü Revised entry procedures will limit how many students enter the school at once. All students from K-9 will 
enter through an assigned door. They will line up physically distanced outside with their mask on, the 
homeroom teacher will pick them up and students will proceed to homeroom (which is traditionally an 



 

   
 

elementary model). This routine will be in place on their Staggered Entry as well. This information will be 
provided to you in a welcoming letter which will be sent on Tuesday, September 1.  
 
Kindergarten Staggered Entry:  
September 2&3 will be staggered entry days for students in K. Each student will attend for a one hour 
time slot on either the morning of Wednesday, September 2 or Thursday, September 3 or the afternoon 
of Wednesday, September 2. Parents will receive a letter to indicate the time they are to bring in their 
child. There is no school for students on either the afternoon of Thursday, September 3 or all day Friday, 
September 4. 
Grades 1-9 Staggered Entry: 
September 2&3 will be staggered entry days for students from grades 1-9. Surnames A-H will attend on 
Wednesday, September 2 in the A.M/Surnames I-P will attend on Wednesday September 2 in the P.M 
and Surnames Q-Z will attend Thursday, September 3 in the A.M. There is no school for students on the 
afternoon of Thursday September 3 or Friday, September 4. Note that alternatives to bussing will have to 
be arranged as the regular bussing schedule will be in place. Parents will have to make their own 
arrangements for the pick up of their child if attending Wednesday, September 2 in the A.M and drop off 
of their child if attending Wednesday, September 2 in the P.M.  
 
A reminder there will be no school on the afternoon of Thursday September 3 in the P.M or Friday 
September 4. 

 
ü Assemblies and other school-wide events will not be held; alternatives to gathering many people in one space 

will be found. 
 

ü One-way hallways signage will be indicated in order to best address traffic flow throughout the school.  
 

ü Students will be assigned seats and a record of this seating plan will be kept in order to assist with contact 
tracing.  

 
ü If 2 metres cannot be arranged between desks/table, students will be arranged so they are not facing each other 

(e.g. arranged in rows rather than in small groups of 4 or a semi-circle).  
 

ü To align with physical distancing, field trips and activities requiring group transportation will be postponed at 
this time.  

 
Student and Staff Health 
 

ü If a child/student develops symptoms while at the school, the child/student will be asked to wear a non-medical 
mask if they are able to, and be isolated in a separate room. The parent/guardian will be notified to come and pick 
up the student immediately. All items the student touched/used while isolated will be cleaned and disinfected as 



 

   
 

soon as the child/student has been picked up. Students must stay home until they have been assessed by a health 
care provider to exclude COVID-19 or other infectious diseases and their symptoms have resolved.  

 
Subject Areas 
 

ü Music/Band will be altered to not have in-person singing, cheering or shouting or playing wind instruments at 
this time. Music/Band programs will consider alternative ways to achieve the learning outcomes while reducing 
risks. These may include: recording or live-streaming individual performers in separate locations; including 
more lessons focused on music appreciation or music theory; choosing to play instruments that are lower risk 

(e.g., percussion or string instruments over wind instruments). 
 

ü When possible, physical education will be done outside instead of inside and with activities that support 
physical distancing. Where there is shared equipment, those pieces of equipment will to be sanitized after the 
cohort is finished using them. Administrators and teachers will choose activities or sports that support physical 
distancing (e.g. badminton over wrestling). Use of shared items or sports equipment will be discouraged. 
Equipment that must be shared will be cleaned and disinfected before and after each use, or users will perform 
hand hygiene before and after each use. As there will be no access to gym lockers/change rooms, we ask that 
students come prepared for P.E. Team sports will be on hold until Sept 21 when in school practices may begin.  

 
ü Communal created food will not be consumed. Classes that teach food preparation may occur as long as 

students do not share the food they prepare with other students or staff.  
 

 
PPE 
 

ü Each school will receive free-standing plexiglass barriers for use in areas of the school where physical 
distancing is not possible. For example, the reception area. 

 
ü The division will not be purchasing Plexiglass shields between any seating configurations, be that tables or 

desks not 2m apart. Schools are asked not to go above and beyond that which is being provided so as not to 
create a two-tiered system of provision for schools with differing financial means.  

 
ü Every student will receive a total of two reusable face masks. We ask that additional face masks be provided by 

the parent. At this time, wearing a face mask is strongly encouraged for students in 100V to Grade 3. Students 
in grades 4-12 must wear face masks whenever physical distancing of 2m is not possible. This will include: In 
hallways and common areas, in classroom contexts in which there is a high degree of close interaction, food 
preparation (Home Economics) or other physical safety conditions cannot be appropriately maintained. How To 
Wear a Mask.  

 



 

   
 

ü If contact with the child or young person is necessary, then disposable gloves, a disposable apron and a fluid-
resistant surgical face mask will be worn by the supervising adult.  

 
ü Every staff member will receive four reusable cloth face masks. A protective face shield will also be supplied to 

all staff. 
 
 

 
 
 

Cleaning Protocols 
 

ü Hand hygiene stations will be set up at the school entrance and other locations as appropriate. 
 

ü Students and staff are required to perform hand hygiene when entering and exiting the school as well as before 
entering the classroom.  
 

ü Teachers will develop routines to facilitate the regular cleaning of desks and chairs. 
 

ü Phones, chromebooks, computers, and other frequently touched electronics like tables, remotes, keyboards, 
mice, earbuds, and other devices will be cleaned and disinfected regularly.  

 
ü Where the subject requires the use of shared items like learning stations, manipulatives, science equipment, 

teachers will work with students to wipe down devices after each individual’s use. 
 

ü Soft seating and carpets will not be utilized. 
 

ü Instructional strategies that reduce the use of shared materials will be utilized. Should shared materials be 
required, they will be assigned to the same group of students (for example, the same four students always share 
the same math manipulatives). 

 
ü Routines to facilitate regular hand hygiene before and after the use of shared materials will be established. 

 
ü Home reading materials will be rotated to allow for returned books to remain separate for 72 hours before 

resuming regular use.   
 

ü In terms of classroom libraries, the recommendation is that the teacher distributes books on the Monday 
morning and they be returned by the Friday morning to allow 72 hours to sit before being given to another 
child. 

 



 

   
 

ü Students will be expected to bring their own school supplies to and from school on a daily basis as storage 
spaces will not be supplied. Students must bring their own supplies (pens, pencils, paper, etc) and cannot share 
items with peers. Students will use backpacks to transport items and materials.  

 
 
 
 
 
Bussing  
 

ü Students will be assigned seats and a record of this seating plan will be kept in order to assist with contact 
tracing in the case of a student having COVID-19. Students who live in the same household will be seated 
together.  

 
ü We will develop procedures for student loading, unloading, and transfers that support physical distancing of 2 

metres between all persons (except household members), when possible and may include:  Children/students 
start loading from the back seats to the front of the bus/where feasible, limit the number of students per bench 
unless from the same household/students from the same household may share seats. 

 
 

ü A reminder that ALL students using ETS or yellow bus are required to wear a mask.  
 

 
Other 
 

ü At this time, lockers are not available for use. Students will keep their personal belongings with them. Students 
are encouraged to minimize the number of belongings they have at school. If elementary teachers with boot 
rooms/coat hooks decide to utilize them the recommendation is that students go into classroom first and students 
are allowed to go into the boot room a few students at a time to avoid a large number of students in a confined 
space. 

 
ü Playgrounds on school property will be off limits before and after school.  

 
ü Students are encouraged to bring healthy lunches from home that do not require the need to be heated, as 

microwaves will not be available for use at this time. 
 

ü Food delivery services will not be permitted.  
 

ü We will not be accepting requests for class changes. 
 



 

   
 

ü Parents should arrange a meeting spot outside the school for picking up children at the end of the school day. 
Siblings should arrange to meet outside the school at the end of the day if making their way home together. 

 
ü We will have a closed campus policy.  

 
ü Students will be encouraged to bring a lunch from home.  Parents will not be permitted to drop off lunches 

during the day. 
 

ü Treats cannot be sent from home for birthdays or special days, and teachers will not hand out food or treats in 
the classroom.    

 
ü Students will no longer be able to utilize the inside foyer as a gathering space. In light of this, we are asking all 

students to exit the school through their designated door at the end of the school day. Please ensure that 
arrangements are made for pickup immediately following dismissal. 

 
 
Visitors and other Service Providers 
 

ü There will be no non-essential persons allowed into a school.  
 

ü Parents/guardians can attend the school if they have made an appointment prior. 
 

ü The school will screen visitors using the Screening Questionnaire developed by AB Education before entering 
the school. 

 
ü The school will screen service providers, including delivery drivers and independent contractors using the 

Screening Questionnaire developed by AB Education before they enter the school.  
 

ü At this time, we are not allowing volunteers in schools.  
 
Early Childhood 
 

ü A hand wash station is in our early learning classrooms. 
 

ü When children enter the classroom, they will be required to use hand sanitizer.  
 

ü Children will be required to wash or sanitize their hands before and after use at each classroom centre. 
 

ü Any soft items that cannot be wiped down will be removed from the classroom. 
 

ü Rugs will be removed from the classroom.  



 

   
 

 
ü Children will each have their own case for pencils, crayons, felts, scissors.  

 
ü Custodial at each site will clean rooms and wipe down high used areas in between programs mid-day and after 

school. 
  

ü Children must bring their own snacks. No communal food or food preparation in the classroom.  
 

ü Activities to avoid: Singing, activities involving touch (i.e. hand-holding), sharing personal items. 
 

ü Class will begin and end outside each day to the greatest extent possible. 
 

ü Bins or zip lock bags will be used for children to store learning manipulatives to prevent sharing of materials 
(This could include: manipulatives, books, crayons, blocks, etc.) 

 
ü Children will be taught to wash hands before engaging in a center activity and when finished in the center 

activity.  
 

ü Cleaning and disinfecting of resources, materials, etc. will occur in between morning and afternoon classes.  
 

ü Cleaning and disinfecting of toys, resources, manipulatives, etc. will occur through: Washing with detergent and 
water; rinsing with clean, warm water; wiping, spraying, or immersing in an approved disinfectant; and air 
drying. 

 
ü There will be collaboration with professionals to create a schedule for classroom visits to ensure no more than 

one additional adult is present. 
 

We thank you for your cooperation and patience as we navigate, assess and make any changes necessary for staff and 
student health and safety. We ask you to contact the school by phone if there are any questions you may have. We look 
forward to seeing all of you back at school again! 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Jackie Flynn 
Principal  
Sister Annata Brockman     


